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who are not as yet saturated with the principle of non-violence.
This is very true, and because it is true, non-payment does "hold
out a material bait". It follows, therefore, that we must not resort
to non-payment because of the possibility of a ready response. The
readiness is a fatal temptation. Such non-payment will not be
civil or non-violent, but it will be criminal or fraught with the
greatest possibility of violence. Let us remember the experience
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru when the peasants, after they had
taken the pledge of non-violence, told him that if he advised
them to do violence, they would be certainly ready to do so.
Not until the peasantry is trained to understand the reason and
the virtue of civil non-payment and is prepared to look with calm
resignation upon the confiscation (which can only be temporary)
of their holdings and the forced sale of their cattle and other be-
longings, may they be advised to withhold payment of taxes.
They must be told what happened in holy Palestine. The Arabs
who were fined were surrounded by soldiers. Aeroplanes were
hovering overhead. And the sturdy men were dispossessed of their
cattle. The latter were impounded and left without fodder and
even water. When the Arabs, stupefied and rendered helpless,
brought the fine and additional penalty, as if to mock them, they
had their dead and dying cattle returned to them. Worse things
can and certainly will happen in India. Are the Indian peasantry
prepared to remain absolutely non-violent, and see their cattle
taken away from them to die of hunger and thirst ? I know that
such things have already happened in Andhra Desh1. If the pea-
santry in general knowingly and deliberately remain peaceful
even in such trying circumstances, they are nearly ready for non-
payment.
I say "nearly ready", for non-payment is intended to transfer
the power from the bureaucracy into our hands. It is, therefore,
not enough that the peasantry remain non-violent. Non-violence
is certainly nine-tenths of the battle, but it is not all. The pea-
santry may remain non-violent, but may not treat the un-
touchables as their brethren; they may not regard Hindus, Mus-
sulmans, Christians, Jews, Parsis, as the case may be, their
brethren; they may not have learnt the economic and the moral
value of the charkha and the khaddar. If they have not, they
cannot gain swaraj. They will not do all these things after swa-
raj, if they will not do them now. They must be taught to know
that the*, practice of these national virtues means swaraj.
1 Andhra Province,